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National Boys U18 T20 2025

•221 Entries 
•159 HMC Schools, 3 non-HMC independent 
schools 
•59 State Schools or Colleges (27%)
•Lord’s Final – 1st July 



National Boys U18 T20 2025



T20 Regions



How the Seedings work
The regional seedings are based on performance over the last five 
competitions (back to 2019 as there was no competition in 2020). 
Points are awarded as such:
• Area Semi-finalist or equivalent – 1 point
• Area finalist or equivalent – 2 points
• Area winner – 3 points
• Regional winner/National semi-finalist – 4 points
• National runner-up - 5 points
• National winner - 6 points 



• Totals for the 5 previous tournaments are added up to 
give a raw score. 
• This is then divided by 30 – the maximum number a 

school could feasibly get to obtain a co-efficient of 
between 0 and 1. 
•Regional seeds are often granted byes through early 

rounds of competitions, though some regions are 
different. 







National Girls 
Under 18 100-
ball



•69 entrants
•6 State Schools and Colleges  (9%) 
•4 Single-sex Girl’s schools 
•Lord’s final 1st July



National 
Girls Under 
18 100 Ball 
Draw

Quarter Final Semi-Final Final 

by 16th June by 23rd  June 1st July 

North 10

} Winner 1

West Midlands 9

} Finalist 1

Midllandsd 8

} Winner 2

South West 10

London Fringe 8

} Winner 3

East 9

} Finaslist 2

London 8

} Winner 4

South East 9



National Boys 
Under 17 
(35 overs) 



•109 entrants
•19 State Schools and Colleges(17%)
•Final at Loughborough –early 
September



National 
Boys 
Under 17 
Draw



Regulations
•Play by dates
•Reporting results
• Ineligible players
•Run Rates
•Balls
•Umpires
•Scoring/Play Cricket
•Reporting bad behaviour





Other 
competitions



Competition Age Group Format Entrants % State School % Single Sex

Girls

Schools Sports Under 18 T20 70 3 20

Smile Group Travel Under 17 T20 22 4 9

Schools Sports Under 15 T20 109 8 28

The Cricket Paper Under 15 100-ball 84 6 10

Schools Sports Under 13 T20 85 9 31

Boys 

ESCA David English Under 13 T20 35 14

ESCA One day Under 15 40 over 41 17

ESCA T20 Inspiresport Under 16 T20 c.500 65



ESCA Inspiresport Under 15 T20

County Entrants % State School
Yorkshire 65 83
Lancashire 56 77
Kent 41 73
Surrey 29 21

Suffolk 6 0
Wiltshire 7 43
London 8 25
Dorset 9 67



Play Cricket



Play Cricket

• Integration with scoring apps like Play Cricket Scorer
•Used as method for collecting results for cup 

competitions
•Use for calculating averages
• Injury reports for ECB
•Allows individuals to see their records
•Allows counties to check on players



Wisden













Wisden – Things to remember
Send it in asap after the end of the season
Statistics
• Separate forms for Boys and Girls
• Full initials
• Spacing of initials
•Don’t touch the grey boxes
•Please enter year groups 
• Ensure highest score and best bowling are added
• * for the captain but only needs to be used once



Report
•90-word limit 
•Write in third person and in the past tense
•Write for the audience – it won’t be read until 
the following April
•First and last names for any players mentioned 
•Don’t quote statistics in the report - they will be 
removed
•Save the file as Wisden2026your_school and 
send to wisden@schoolscricketonline.co.uk





Wisden 2025
• 159 Schools submitted boy’s reports and averages in 2024 –

down by 15 on previous year and around 40 from pre-Pandemic 
levels. 
• 44 schools submitted girls reports and averages as opposed to 23 

in 2023, including 2 all-girls schools for the first time making a 
total of 204 reports. 
• Overall number of boys 1st XI games played in 2024 down by 

around 10% - weather and exams largely to blame. Average 15 
games per school – Highest 27, lowest 7. 
• Around 1150 games reported played by boy’s 1st XIs in 2024 as 

opposed to just under 1300 in 2023. 
• Schools now playing as many games now as pre-Covid levels. 



Batting 
• Four batters scored over 1000  runs (3 in 2023), while 81 scored 

over 500 runs (95 in 2023). 
• 758 batters qualified for Wisden (150+ runs) – 2023 817 batters
• 209 centuries scored – 4 boys scored 4 each (229 centuries in 

2023)
Best Batting
• Xavier Cox of St. Peter's, Cambridge, NZ scored 331 from 181 

balls in 241 minutes against Forest School 
• Ralph Hayward (Oundle) 269* (156 balls, 189 minutes) v 

Wellingborough 



Bowling

•Only one bowler took more than 50 wickets – first 
time since 2018. 
•599 bowlers qualified for Wisden (10 or more wickets) 

– 2023 670 bowlers
Best Bowling 
•Nayaab Sharma (Hampton) 8-27 v RGS Guildford
•2 boys took 8 wicket hauls while 4 took 7 wickets in an 

innings. 



Photos 

• Wisden will publish around 10 photos in the Schools section
• High Resolution only 
• Head and shoulders – preferably in whites, no hat or sunglasses
• Ideally taken outside with nothing in the immediate background
• If taken indoors, avoid shadows and with plain background 
• Action shots – taken in game situation rather than practice and 

ideally wearing white
• Bowling shots better than batting 
• No team photos













Wisden 
Schools 

Cricketer of 
the Year





Initial results 



School 
Respondents



Girl’s Schools



State Schools 



Schools by type

26%

65%

9%

State
Independent - HMC
Independent -Non HMC



Numbers playing 2024 (281 Schools) 

Boys 
64%

Girls
36%

Boys 14761
Girls 8179



State Schools – Lack of Outdoor Facilities
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Girl’s Independent Schools - Lack of facilities
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Post-ICEC comments

•Many schools report there is little or no change in county 
board policy apart from open trials
• Several schools mentioned a worsening relationship with 

their county board
• Some county boards appear to be doing more for schools 

than others
• State school only cups have been started in some counties 
• County school cricket associations have been dissolved by 

county boards



Regarding VAT, Schools are reporting that:
• School rolls are falling – fewer teams and lower standards?
• Non-essential staff like cricket coaches are being laid off
• Budgets for running activities like cricket are being reduced 

affecting investment in facilities, purchase of equipment and use of 
umpires.
• School bursars cutting back on transport to away matches and 

match catering
• Less outside hiring of facilities due to increased costs to outside 

users
• Sports scholarships are being phased out
• Reduction in overseas tours
• Closure of Prep schools leading to less talent coming through



General comments - Apart from the financial 
considerations, schools noted:

• Exams and staffing remain the biggest challenges 
• Tendency to move towards shorter format cricket due to pressure 

from SLTs, parents and children themselves
•More leadership is needed from the ECB and county boards who 

don’t seem to value school cricket
•MCC Foundation Hubs felt to be doing a better job than county 

boards
• Partnerships with clubs not always successful
• Impacts of climate change





The updated regulations and new guidance include:

•Male players aged under 18 MUST wear a groin 
protector (box) when also required to wear a helmet.
•Regulations apply to a player’s age, not their age 

group.
•Players aged 12 can play open age cricket.
•Written approval MUST be obtained from 

parents/guardians and the County Pathway Lead 
before a player aged 11 and who has started School 
Year 7 is eligible to play open age cricket.



•Clubs MUST have regard to certain considerations 
before playing a junior cricketer in open age cricket 
or in an age group above the player’s actual age 
group.
•Umpires, captains and team managers MUST take 

certain steps to enforce the new safety regulations in 
matches.
•Reduction in the number of overs per bowler, per 

spell and other additional regulations.
•Updated fielding regulations relating to ages and 

distances from striking batter.



The Future?
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MCC Updates: Opportunities for schools
Fraser Stewart
Head of Cricket
Emma Marsh

Women’s Cricket Manager



M A R Y L E B O N E  C R I C K E T  

C L U B
The world’s most active cricket club



Emma Marsh

Women’s Cricket Manager

emma.marsh@mcc.org.uk

Fraser Stewart

Head of Cricket

fraser.stewart@mcc.org.uk



• Adult, competit ive, community-
based cricket

• Play at Lord’s and other 
incredible venues across the 
country

• Annual overseas tours

• Fixtures to suit any schedule

• Fast-track to MCC membership



INTERESTED IN 

JOINING?

LORDS.ORG | 07990 432798
More Information:

www.lords.org/mcc/the-
club/women-and-girls 

Any questions?

Email: 
emma.marsh@mcc.org.uk

Phone: 07990 432798



LORD'S INDOOR CRICKET CENTRE

• Bespoke School 
Training Days

• Hire our Facilities

• Hosting School 
Tournaments 



Contact the Indoor 
Centre

Phone: ☏ 0207 616 8612

Email: 
indoorcricketcentre@lords.org

Website:
www.lords.org/lords/indoor-cricket-
centre/indoor-cricket-centre-1 





ECB: Development and Performance
Mike Yardy

Head Coach England U19s, Young Lions





Preparing Bowlers for T20 Cricket
Jack Brooks

Surrey Bowling Coach



Preparing 
Bowlers for
T20 Cricket.

Presented by
Jack Brooks



Key Focus Areas

-Strength & Conditioning
-Technique
-Tactics/Roles

-Execution
-Mindset



Strength & Conditioning
1. Max speed & running technique efficiency

2. Trunk/core strength

3. Strength & Power

4. Movement quality & Coordination

5. Aerobic Capacity



Strength & 
Conditioning 
• Max speed & running technique 

efficiency

-WHY? 

Generate sufficient momentum to transfer 
into delivery (ball speed)

-HOW?

-Upright running technique, 
switches,skips,bounds,dribbles & wickets.

-Sprint efforts (transfer the technical drills 
into actual sprinting is key for adaption to 
take place



Strength & Conditioning
- Trunk/Core strength

Why? 
-Injury prevention, improve &  control effectively -rotation, 
extension, flexion, lateral flexion, anti-rotation & anti-extension.
-Trunk allows for effective transfer of momentum (upper & lower 
segments of body) up the chain into the ball.

- Injury prevention
How?

An S&C program that incorporates a variety of dynamic trunk 
movemements.



Strength & 
Conditioning
- Strength & Power

Why?

-Up to 9x bodyweight of braking forces goes through front 
foot contact.

-Whole body movement

-Mitigate injury risk/improve robustness

-Back foot contact to ball release in 0.15-0.30 seconds

How?

-Comprehensive program of Lifts/Jumps/Throws

-Multi-planar exercises eg broad jumps, vertical jumps, 
lateral bounds.



Strength & 
Conditioning
• Movement quality & Coordination

Why?

-Manage the forces that our body generates effectively & 
efficiently

-Limit overload of important structures (lumbar spine)

-Extensive balance & timing demands

-Better movers will be better athletes (discover & develop)

How?

-Develop strength & movement quality in tandem

-Expose athletes to a wide variety of movements when young

-Diversify training (encourage other sports)



Strength & Conditioning

- Aerobic Capacity
Why?
-Allows bowlers to sustain and recover quicker from 
intermittent high intensity efforts.
- Fast bowlers can be required to cover 6.5km during 

a T20 match
How?
-Play other field based sports or encourage 
swimming/cycling.
-targeted conditioning sessions



Technique
Nail the basics

-Bowl straight  @ top of stumps/yorker/bouncer (unless wide plan).

-Bowl to your field.

-Use conventional swing with new ball and reverse if possible at death.

-Communicate with captain/bowlers. Swing/pitch/pace etc.

Variations

-Pace off/slower balls/knuckle balls- for RH & LH.

-Yorkers & Bouncers (set fields for the ball you plan for)

-Seam position (find a way to make the ball deviate off the pitch)

-Crease position at delivery.

-Wide line.



Tactics/Roles
Powerplay strategy

-Attack with new ball where possible. 3 wkts+

- Keep it simple.

- Stock ball majority

Middle Overs Strategy

-Mixing pace & variations?

-Look to attack and take wickets

-Get hit to boundary fielders

Death Overs Strategy

-Precise Yorkers

-Wide line? (boundary dimension/batter strength/close off one side)

-Dipping or lateral movement slow balls

-Try keep over to 7 runs or less as target



Tactics/Roles
-Have Plan A and stick to it where possible-execution?

-Communicate with captain ie pitch/swing/pace/spin with best 
options

-Always set field for ball you want to execute.

-Keep it simple where possible.

Spinners

-Find a way to be effective

-Keep stumps in play as much as possible

-Spin both ways where possible

-Mix up pace/crease position

-Economy rate 6.5-7rpo.

-Practice yorkers



Execution
-Have field set for the execution of the 
plan/delivery.

-Practice change ups & Yorkers.

-Pressure practice/scoring system with 
death scenarios.

-Yorker golf

- Two Slow ball options. That move away 
from the LH and the RH

- Explore a slow ball that dips and deviates

-Clarity at top of run up.



Mindset
-Positive mindset, TRUST best possible outcome with execution and 
field placings.

-Strong character & positive body language

-Handle high pressure moments

-Match winner

-Absolute clarity

-Take a breath, relax shoulders.

-Focus on next ball not previous.

-Acceptance & acknowledge its not always your day. Process driven.

-Get confident at training under pressure



Thanks for 
your time.

            Jack Brooks

www.jackbrookscricket.com
jack@jackbrookscricket.com

07789717290

http://www.jackbrookscricket.com/
mailto:jack@jackbrookscricket.com


www.ice-education.co.uk
TRAINING, RECRUITMENT AND ADVISORY SERVICES IN SCHOOL SPORT
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